LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a Extraordinary Meeting of Little Downham Parish Council held in the Village Hall, 

Main Street, Little Downham, on Thursday, 11 December 2007 commencing at 7.00pm.

Councillors present: RC Stacey, in the chair, and DA Adams-Payne, H Atwal, CE Hall, EW Hall, RS Martin, BL Taylor, AJ White and KO Winters. 
Attendees: One parishioner
These minutes should be read in conjunction with the agenda of the same date.
161/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

1. Apologies were received from Cllr CM Frankland.
The following item was brought forward on the agenda in order to proceed with the meeting.

164/07
TO ELECT CHAIRMAN FOR MEETING 


1. It was proposed by EW Hall, seconded by DA Adams-Payne and agreed unanimously.


RESOLVED: Cllr RC Stacey was elected as Chairman for this meeting.
162/07
TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM – 

7.05pm
The Parish Council was thanked for assistance with the recent concerns at Pygore Drove, Pymoor.

7.06pm
Meeting reconvened.
163/07
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

1. Cllr DA Adams-Payne declared a personal interest in item 168/07.1 because she lives next door.
165/07
TO ELECT VICE CHAIRMAN 

1. It was proposed by Cllr EW Hall, seconded by RS Martin and agreed unanimously.


RESOLVED: Cllr CE Hall was elected as Vice Chairman until May 2008.

166/07
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON THE FOLLOWING BODIES: 


It was resolved that the Parish Council representatives should be as follows:


1. Book Café Subcommittee (2007/08) – No-one volunteered on this occasion.


2. Youth Action Group (2007/08) - Cllr RC Stacey. 



3.  Downham Feoffees (to May 2011) – Cllr KO Winters
167/07
PUBLIC BYWAY 37 (PYGORE DROVE, PYMOOR) - 

1. To receive Kate Day’s full letter dated 27/11/07 (2½ pages) (Min.149/07) - The letter was read to the meeting.  It was agreed to post the letter on Pymoor notice board for public reference and reply to the points that were referred to.  It was agreed to ask what options are available to the Council regarding Pygore Drove other than it being a Byway, and what the implications are.  Cllr Winters is arranging for the transcript of the taped meeting 19/11/07.  He will present it to the Council to forward on to CCC.

168/07
PLANNING MATTERS 

1. To consider planning applications received:

1.1 07/01241/FUL Mark Turner, Hereward House, 66 Main Street, Lt Downham – Car-port RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.2 07/01316/FUL Mr & Mrs Jordan, 16 Bishops Close, Lt Downham – First floor extension on rear of property and conservatory - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.3 07/01366/RMA Mr & Mrs R Day, Chestnut Cottage, 7 Park Lane, Lt Downham – Modified proposal to E/07/00553/RMA to include amendments & conservatory - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.4 07/01386/FUL Mrs E Beeney, Bury House, 11 Main Street, Lt Downham – Re-instating two dorma windows in front of property - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
2. CCC – Consultation on the Introduction of the National Standard Planning Application Form (1APP) – consultation deadline 21 December – (Cllrs Taylor & Winters) (Min.158/07.6) – Cllr Winters’ report objected to the consultation process.   Cllr Taylor provided points for the Council to consider.  The following comment was approved: The Parish Council has concerns that local validation requirements could be too demanding on general/small applications and should only be requested if specific to an application or site/location.   The Council is not able to accept electronic applications.
3. For information only:

3.1 Applications ECDC approved: 07/01106/FUL 

Applications ECDC refused: 07/01142/FUL 

169/07
PRESERVATION AREA 

1. Downham Parish Conservation Group (DPCG) - Work update received.
2. Community Orchard - Request for two Pear trees and two Cherry trees. 
RESOLVED: To approve purchase of two Pear trees and two Cherry trees @ £12 each for Community Orchard from earmarked reserves, Countryside Account.


[1]
3. Cartshed, Pingle Wood – Request to put old metal agricultural machinery in the left bay. RESOLVED: To grant permission for some old machinery in Pingle Wood to be positioned in the Cartshed with suitable barrier provided to restrict public access.
4. EEAOP Training Workshop – Request for N Hobbs to attend a training workshop under the auspices of the Parish Council – RESOLVED: To approve Mr Hobbs as Parish Council representative on a Pruning Course and offer to pay for the course @ £20 from earmarked reserves, Countryside Account.







[1]
170/07
FINANCE 

1. Lt Downham Feoffees PSA – Donation request towards resurfacing of fort area (Min. 158/07.3) – It was suggested that the PSA contact ECDC regarding Section 106 or other eligible funding.  RESOLVED: To pledge £1000 to Downham Feoffees PSA towards resurfacing of the fort area on completion of work and receipt of a written request.



[2]
2. To approve bills and other items for payment. 
2.1 Proposed by Cllr EW Hall, seconded by Cllr H Atwal – RESOLVED: that the following items be paid: 

	323
	Lt Downham Village Hall
	Book Café meetings & sessions
	£ 104.00
	[3]

	324
	Truelink Ltd 
	Grass cutting
	£ 612.08
	[1&3]

	325
	Tesco Stores (cc)
	Stationery 
	£ 2.40
	[3]

	325
	Superdrug Stores (cc)
	First Aid supplies
	£ 3.99
	[4]

	325
	Tesco Stores (cc)
	In-house training refreshments 20/11/07
	£ 7.84
	[4]

	325
	Post Office Ltd (cc)
	Stamps
	£ 17.28
	[4]

	326
	GBES Ltd
	Portable appliance testing
	£ 59.22
	[4]

	327
	Anglian Water
	Hurst Lane LNR supply
	£ 60.54
	[1]

	328
	Anglian Water
	Lt Downham Recreation area supply
	£ 51.15
	[3]

	329
	JM Wardle 
	Clerk’s expenses
	£ 61.70
	[5]

	330
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s salary
	£ 1089.12
	[6]

	331
	Cambs County Council
	Local Government Pension Scheme 
	£ 315.51
	[7]

	333
	Post Office Ltd 
	HMRC Tax & NI
	£ 1190.70
	[6]

	334
	SLCC
	Annual subs 2008
	£ 145.00
	[8]

	335
	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection Register 2008
	£ 35.00
	[4]

	336
	EEAOP
	2 x Pear trees, 2 x Cherry trees
	£ 48.00
	[1]



2.2 Proposed by Cllr RC Stacey, seconded by Cllr CE Hall and agreed unanimously.
RESOLVED: To pay the annual payment to the Information Commissioner for the entry on the Data Protection Register due 9 January by direct debit with effect from January 2009.
[
171/07
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Rev P Scott – Request to provide additional burial land and invitation for a councillor to do a reading at the Carol Service 16/12/07 – The matter was deferred to another meeting for the Clerk to make enquiries with CALC and Cambs ACRE.  Cllr DA Adams-Payne offered to do the reading. 
2. RPA/Defra Single Payment Scheme – November 2007 update received.
3. CCC – Ely Market Town Transport Strategy public consultation – six weeks from end of November to January 2008 – The Council expressed concerned regarding parking for parishioners and wished to complain that the exhibition dates were held too soon as parishioners had not received yet received the leaflets. 
For information:

4. CCC Library Services – Notification of changes to mobile library routes from 07/01/08.
172/07
REQUEST OF ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

1. All Weather Court Fence – Verbal complaint received by the Clerk for the holes to be patched.


2. Bus Survey Report from Cllr Winters
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
10.20pm One parishioner left.

173/07
HUMAN RESOURCES
1. Handyman replacement for weekly pavilion and recreation area requirements (Min.160/07) – The Council decided that user groups should adhere to the Pavilion policy.  The Clerk was instructed to write to all user groups to inform of the situation and outline that the Pavilion must be cleaned after each use, that the key holders will be held responsible and to report if it was not left in a clean condition by the previous users when they arrive.  The Clerk and Cllr Adams-Payne will stop cleaning before the Christmas break.    
10.45pm The Council meeting was reconvened.  
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 10.45pm.

*Powers
[1]
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss. 9 & 10

[2]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 137

[3]
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19 

[4]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 111 

[5]
Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s. 5
[6]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 112 

[7]
Local Government Pension Scheme Regs 1997 4 (5) Statutory Instrument 1997/1612 (as amended)

[8]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 112 
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